
MATES in Action

“Critical Thinking: Not Just for Today, But for 
The Next Generation”



Sedge Island Natural Resource Education Foundation

Will take place on an assigned 
day with the Biology 
Instructors

All participants will leave from 
MATES right after homeroom

Students can be picked up at 
3 PM from the OCVTS Toms 
River Center or 
3:30 PM at MATES 

Students will be prepped in 
advance 



“This may be overwhelming. Getting adjusted 
to MATES, balancing my extracurricular 
activities, and now a long-term project!”

• Research Assistance and Development (RAD) is here to help out!
- Students (Seniors and Juniors) are here to help with project

development.
- They have been meeting this summer and have access to the   

FRP Classroom.
- This project will be incorporated into your Biology Classes  

with pieces of the project as assignments in the class 
(instructors are there to help you!)

matesocvts.org



MATES 
Research Expo 

2024



First Year Research Project 2023- 2024



Opportunities Ahead…
• Students can make a difference! 

• Numerous MATES students were published and/or were 
authors on technical reports.  

• MATES students have the opportunities, but they need to 
take advantage of such opportunities. 



The Pathways      





Delaware Valley Science Fair



MATES Community
Research Initiatives 

“Local Action, Yet Far Reaching”



Projects with…
• NJDEP (Barnegat Bay Ambient Water Quality Monitoring Program and 

Lab Certification Since 2011 

MATES Has Agreements with Save Barnegat Bay and The Long Beach 
Township Marine Field Station in Holgate



MATES Bay Nettle Team (Coming Back 2026/27)
• Project that is helping to reduce jellyfish in Barnegat Bay with a three 

year focus  



Project Terrapin
• Research, Conservation and Education Initiative 

• Numerous Divisions and Research Opportunities

• Recognized Statewide and Nationally 

• Multiple Partnerships…

http://www.projectterrapin.org/


2026 Summer Internship



Terrapin Tuesdays & LBI !   
Over 600 people in attendance again this year! 



American Fisheries Society Mid-Atlantic Chapter

• First High School Sub-Unit of the American Fisheries Society
• Research Tied into past projects with NOAA and CRABB were 

part of the sub-unit contribution…

Conference in Atlantic City this November!  



Recovering Crab Pots (We’re Back!) 





Bycatch Reduction Device Initiative (BRDs)
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